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29 November 1866

Holland, Michigan

After Psalm 25.2 was sung, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte offered prayer at the congregational
meeting of the First Reformed Church. Elders and deacons were elected and financial reports
given. A committee was appointed to look into the objections of those who thought that the pew
rents were high. "At the suggestion of the president," he brought forward the matter of the need
for a second congregation to be organized in Holland due to the growth of the village and the
congregation. A committee of ten persons was appointed to look into this matter.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 273-275.
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Congregational Meeting of November 29, 1866
ARTICLE I — Psalm 25: 2 was sung. Rev. van Raalte led in prayer.
K. Schaddelee requests clarification about the purpose of this Thanksgiving Day. A
proclamation led him to ask this question. He wishes to know, in general, whether the
entire day is to be set aside for thanksgiving and prayer, or only a portion. After the
president (Rev. van Raalte) responded by informing him concerning the origin of this
day, and that its purpose involves family gatherings and special meal times, the assembly
returned to the ordinary congregational business.
ARTICLE 2 — Balloting for elders and deacons took place.
The retiring elders for this year:
J. Labots
F. Keppel
G. Wakker
The opening of the ballots revealed a vote as follows:
J. Labots, 81 votes; Keppel, 80; Wakker, 78; and also 16 votes for 8 other people.
Consequently, the same persons were reelected.
The retiring deacons are:
Beeuwkes
Nab er
Te Roller
The opening of the ballots revealed a vote as follows:
Beeuwkes, 82 votes; Naber, 81; te Roller, 77; also 38 votes for 17 other individuals.
ARTICLE 3 — A report was given of the financial condition for the past year.
$1,743.97
Regular Sunday collections 115.31
For mission work 43.40
family
For the needs of the Juffer
$1,962.68
60.00
For Israel Collected this morning —
43.18
For the poor 39.18
Education of the youth 21.00
The poor in India 110.36
7.00
Later gift for India The annual receipts for the Academy Total: $2,311.94

238.90
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Benevolence receipts were:
Contribution for our poor Disbursements Deficit -

$2,311.94
$1,786.97
1,858.22
71.25

1,840.50
Pew rentals received in January Still in the fund, including unpaid bills
for 1866, plus-minus - $1,800.00
From this sum, the deficit must still be paid for the pledges for the building of the Second
Church, located on the county line. The deficit amount cannot be given at this time.
The combined receipts totaled $4,152.44.
This does not include the salary of the pastor.
ARTICLE 4 — There was a discussion concerning pew rentals, particularly about the high
cost. After various objections and points of view had been offered, it was decided to
hand over this difficult question to a committee of six people, outside the consistory.
They will investigate whether an improved plan could be arranged, which will be more
acceptable to the congregation than the current plan. Anyone can approach this
committee with objections or proposals for improvement of the regulations, by January 1,
1867, the normal time for the rental of the pews.
At the suggestion of the president, it was decided, with unanimous vote, with the
exception of eight, of which four were against and four undecided, to build a second
church here, because our church building is too small, and almost all of the current
difficulties in the pew rental system have their origin in the fact that we have too few
places for the large number of worshipers, a number which is steadily increasing, due to
the growth of the village. Currently, for some there is no opportunity to hear the
preaching or to attend the services. There was agreement that the highest calling of the
congregation is to see to it that all of our fellow citizens are given the opportunity to hear
the proclamation of God's Word. This is the God-given means for the conversion of
sinners and for the building up of the congregation.
A committee of ten persons were appointed by the consistory to see to it that a second
church be built. The committee consists of K. Schaddelee, G. van Putten, L. Sprietsma,
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Pessink, J. Reidsema, G. Vaarwerk, A. Vennema, L. Schaddelee, M. Toom, M. Verbeek.
This committee, with the consistory, is mandated to give a report on the last day,
December 31, 1866, of an appropriate plan for the building, so it can be considered at the
December 31 meeting.
The pastor, Rev. van Raalte, mentioned two possible places; the one located behind the
property of M. te Roller, and the other alongside of Koning on Eighth Street.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided that if competent persons can be found, additional
consistory members will be appointed, especially in the areas where no officebearers
currently are living. This task was assigned to the consistory, so that they can come with
a nomination from which the congregation will choose.
ARTICLE 7 — A proposal to select Dalman, who formerly lived in Grand Rapids, and for
years was an officebearer there, as a nominee here, was temporarily withdrawn.
The meeting was closed with the last verse of the Ten Commandments, and with prayer
by Rev. A. C. an Raalte.

G. Wakker, clerk

